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SquareTales: Parent Guide

Before we start, here’s a link to the meanings and explanations of 
words in this document - should you need them. Now, let’s go!

Glossary

Develop Your Child’s Skills

Here’s what to expect if you’re reading one book per week, for 10-15 minutes a day, everyday. 
While all these skills are built in every book, this is what is reasonable to expect each week:

BOOK 1 BOOK 2 BOOK 3 BOOK 4 BOOK 5

Digital
literacy and 
Letter sounds

Letter sounds Comprehension
(Story retell)

Blending 
letter sounds

Reading 
words (and 
perhaps even
sentences!)

We recommend one book per week to get optimal results. Going through multiple books at once 
may get confusing for your child! It is also recommended that your child read the books in the 
order provided, i.e. Book 1, 2, 3, etc., and start from the ‘Practice’ section, then go to ‘Reading’ 
and then ‘Activities’.

Use the Kids’ Library resources from the Square Panda website, to enhance your learning 
experience. Follow the link below!
(www.squaretales.in)

Find out exactly how to develop the skills listed here:
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3
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EXPLORE THE KIDS LIBRARY

The Kids Library is a section of our official India website where you can find a variety of content 
for your kids.

The Kids Library contains:
1.   SquareTales books: printable copies of digital books
2.   Rhymes: nursery rhymes and letter songs
3.   Activities: quick and fun printables activities to do with your child!
4.   Know Your Alphabet - read about individual letters

Every week, the Kids Library is updated with brand new content related to the book for that 
week. 
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KIDS LIBRARY

SQUARETALES
BOOKS

(Printable PDFs) 

Colouring

Tracing

Comprehension

ACTIVITIES

Reading Practice 

Fun Zone!

Nursery Rhymes

Letter Songs 

RHYMES

Letter Books

Words Starting With 

KNOW YOUR
ALPHABET



www.squaretales.in

SquareTales: Parent Guide
GET THE FULL EXPERIENCE
Reading the digital books (inside the app):
Read the book of the week with your child.
Go through every section of the book and complete the activities!

1.    When the app opens up, you will find yourself at the bookshelf. Pick the first book to start 
reading.

2.    As the book opens up, you will find that there are three sections on the right hand panel: 
Practice, Read and Activities

3.    Go to the 'Practice' section first.
4.    Here, you will encounter the words that will be used in the story that you will encounter soon! 

Use this section to practice reading the words.
5.    Tap on each letter to hear the letter sound. Drag the arrow below the word to hear these 

letter sounds being blended into each other and form the word.
6.    This is called 'blending letter sounds'. If a child knows the individual letter sounds of some 

letters, they can then build this skill of blending the sounds into words.

NOTE: This skill of blending is a separate and higher skill than simply knowing the sounds of 
individual letters. It is what allows children to pronounce words as a whole and bridges the (often 
wide!) gap between reading letters and reading words.

Use the SquareTales blending system to teach your child this skill. For revision, ask them the 
letter sounds of any three letters (e.g. P.a.n.): say, ‘puh’, ‘ah’, ‘nuh’. Then ask them to blend these 
into a word: ‘Pan’.
7.    Once you have finished practicing all the words in the 'Practice' section, then go to 'Read', on 

the right hand panel. 
8.    Now read the story, page by page! Help your child read every word in these sentences. 
9.    For difficult words (or if you simply want a more exacted experience), tap on each word in 

the sentence to practice reading just that word. This will take you to a practice exercise like 
in the 'Practice' section above.

10.  This helps your child understand exactly how to read every word in a sentence - and then, as 
a result, how to read the sentence itself!

11.   Make sure you refer to the images on each page of the story to help your child understand 
what is happening in the story. 

12.   Finally, once you're done reading the story, complete the activities in the 'Activity' section. 
Listen to the instructions and follow!

How to use the Kids Library:
Check the Kids Library to see what content is up! 
Practice tracing the pre-strokes, letters, and words for this book. 
Then, help your child do the comprehension activities to make sure they have understood the 
story.
When you're done, have fun colouring the letters and pictures of the book!
Remember, all these activities can be done simultaneously while you and your child explore the 
digital books.
How to further enhance your child's learning!:
Spend time with your child doing some more activities on your own - keep reading for ideas!
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RECOMMENDED LESSON PLAN
(where every book is read for a week):

BOOK 1 BOOK 2 BOOK 3 BOOK 4 BOOK 5

Digital
Book
(in app)

Kids
library

Other
activities

Pan Naps!

Colour the 
picture

Trace the 
strokes

Explore 
the app!

Pan and the Mat

Listen to letter 
songs (rhymes 
section)

Trace the letters

Fun Zone activities

Revise letter 
sounds

Pan Sips 

All 
comprehension 
activities

Story critique 
and retell

Pan and the Fin

Trace the words

Know your 
alphabet - words 
starting with ___

Blending 
practice, 
brainstorm 
words

Sit and Sip

Letter books

Reading 
practice (Fun 
Zone!)

Read 
everyday 
things!

Some other questions: 

Q. If these children are just starting to read, why do we teach them the letters SMAPTFIN first? 
Why not the traditional order of ABCD..? 

A.  SMAPTFIN have easy to pronounce letter sounds. They also look and sound different enough 
from one another so that it's not easy to get confused between them! In addition, these 
letters occur frequently in commonly used words/sentences in English, so it's useful to start 
with them. 

Q. If a child knows letter sounds, they should automatically also know blending, right? 
A.  Not really - blending is a different concept that needs to be taught to children specifically. 

This means that it is possible to know all the letters sounds of letters but still not be able to 
blend them to make words/new sounds.

Q. My child knows letter sounds but it's not able to read words. What are they missing?
A.  Blending!

Q. My child is not able to remember all the letter sounds in the alphabet. How do I teach them 
to read?

A.  It is not at all necessary to remember all the letter sounds to start reading. Square Panda says 
start small! Our first set of books requires you to know only eight letter sounds to read five 
stories. Our next set will introduce four more letters and so on. This helps children understand 
the concepts of blending and reading so they can start to read stories and build up their 
letter sounds skill in this fun way, rather than memorise all 26 letter sounds at the start.


